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ROUND TABLE REPORT 

 
“LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND THE RIGHT TO THE CITY” 

 
9 December, 2011. 5 pm – 6:30 pm 

Palazzo Vecchio, Florence 
 
 
 
The UCLG Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights 
organized a roundtable as part of the UCLG World Council held in Florence (Italy) from 9 to 
11 December 2011.  
  
The aim of the session was to commemorate the International Human Rights Day 
(December 10) and to discuss how local governments contribute to taking forward the "right 
to the city."  
 
In particular, the discussion focused on the Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in 
the City, which would be formally adopted by the members of UCLG World Council on the 
next day, 11 December 2011.  
 
 
Core ideas of the round table 
 

 The right to the city. 
 Public water management; water as a human right. 
 The right to participatory democracy. 
 Participatory strategic planning. 
 Implementation of rights through public policies (see Inclusive Cities Observatory). 
 Social movements and law progress. 
 The right to employment; local economic development. 
 Sustainability; sustainable urban development. 
 Human rights charters; mechanisms for applying the charters. 
 Networks of cities; multiplication of experiences; forums for exchange. 
 Human rights and the private sector. 

 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE ROUND TABLE 
 
 
PATRICK BRAOUEZEC, President of Plaine Commune (France) and First Vice-President of the 
Committee, began the round table discussion by pointing out that cities play a key role in the 
local fulfilment of human rights by providing public services and by implementing education, 
health and housing policies. Since 2000, international recognition of the right to the city 
has led to the production of several human rights charters: the European Charter for the 
Safeguarding of Human Rights in the City (Saint-Denis, 2000), the World Charter on the 
Right to the City (Porto Alegre, 2001), the Montreal Charter of Rights and Responsibilities 
(Montreal, 2006) and the Mexico City Charter for the Right to the City (Mexico City, 2010). 
The UCLG Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights has 
also contributed to the political promotion of the right to the city, by producing the Global 
Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City. 

 
 
 
 
 



 UCLG World Council 
9 - 11 December 2011 

Florence, Italy  
 

2 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
 
 
MAGALI GIOVANNANGELI, President of Pays d’Aubagne et de l’Étoile (France) and Vice-
president of the Committee, took the floor to suggest a first idea for debate: to what extent, 
in a world dominated by finance and in a situation of global crisis, can local governments, in 
a dialogue with their citizens, contribute to progress in human rights in the cities? She then 
introduced the first speaker in the round table discussion, William Ronoh, Mayor of Eldoret 
(Kenya). 
 
 
WILLIAM RONOH, with the assistance of Stanislas Ondimu, clerk in Eldoret Town Hall, 
focused his contribution on article 11 of the Charter-Agenda, concerning the right to 
drinking water. Eldoret has developed a very interesting public water management policy, 
which the Committee has examined in detail in the UCLG's Inclusive Cities Observatory1. 
Access to water is a critical issue in Kenya, a country that suffers from chronic drought. 
During the 1980s and 1990s, the Kenyan government privatized the publicly owned 
companies, including the water supply, as it was facing problems maintaining the water 
infrastructure and corruption in the sector, as well having to deal with the implementation of 
Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAP) and other conditions established by donors. The 
results were very negative, particularly in terms of the provision of these services to low 
income groups. In view of this situation, Eldoret decided to create a public company to take 
charge of the water supply within its territorial jurisdiction. The Eldoret Water and Sanitation 
Company (ELDOWAS) was founded in the late 1990s as an agency which is controlled 
entirely by the Municipal Council. ELDOWAS aims to guarantee the supply of water to all 
Eldoret residents. In specific terms, one of its objectives is to increase access to safe water 
and sewerage services for the poor population in Eldoret, which is the vast majority (90%) of 
the urban and periurban population. The company has developed a social inclusion policy 
using a dual strategy: it has focused its activities on middle-income areas to achieve returns 
on capital, and on low-income areas to reduce the incidence of the water-related diseases 
that are common among people who use shallow wells for their water supplies and latrines 
as sewers. William Ronoh and Stanislas Ondimu also stressed the participatory 
management of ELDOWAS by means of the appointment of representatives of consumers 
and civil society to its boards. 
 
 
LYDIA RIVERA, Deputy Mayor of Caguas (Puerto Rico) then analyzed Article 2 of the 
Charter-Agenda, which recognizes the right to participatory democracy. The municipality 
of Caguas has developed a political management model based on intersectorial cooperation 
and institutional links with civil society associations, to meet the challenge of social exclusion 
on a collective basis. The impetus for participatory democracy also comes from the Puerto 
Rico Municipalization Law (1999), which stipulates the need for participatory processes in 
decision-making at the local level. This approach and culture has enabled the construction of 
social capital and facilitated the emergence of citizens' initiatives for self-managed 
community development. Participatory strategic planning has also made the construction 
of a shared vision of the city possible, by means of a dialogue with citizens. Lydia Rivera 
added that promoting public participation means promoting a collaborative public 
management model that contributes to the fight against the mind-set of the parternalistic 
state model, which generates social dependency. From the perspective of democratic 
governance, local government becomes a facilitator of opportunities and a meeting point that 
enables the emergence of interregional and intersectorial collaboration networks between 
local authorities, citizens and the private sector.  
 
 
MAGALI GIOVANNANGELI pointed out that in the same way as the initiative in Eldoret was a 
good example of how cities can guarantee the right to drinking water based on criteria of 
public management and social inclusion, the experience in Caguas highlighted the 
importance of citizens' participation in local democratic management. 

                                            
1 www.uclg.org/CISDP/observatory.  

http://www.uclg.org/CISDP/observatory
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GIOVANNI ALLEGRETTI, researcher at the Centre for Social Studies (CES) at the University 
of Coimbra (Portugal) and deputy scientific director of the UCLG's Inclusive Cities 
Observatory established by the Committee, then took the floor. Giovanni Allegretti 
explained that the Observatory case studies show that cities contribute to implementing 
rights by means of their public policies. The Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the 
City is therefore not the result of abstract reflection, but rather the result of analysing 
policies implemented today in many cities worldwide. The great potential of the Charter-
Agenda is that it can become a multiplier of these experiences. The policies analyzed in the 
Observatory are based on several selection criteria: geographical diversity, in order to 
achieve equitable geographical representation; by subject, to provide an extensive range of 
sectorial policies that show that the guarantee of human rights is a cross-cutting issue; and 
institutional diversity, because local governments do not always play the same role in the 
construction of public policies: sometimes they promote them, and on other occasions they 
develop them in partnership with civil society or even with the private sector (albeit not 
without some initial stress in some cases, as shown by the case of the Banco Palmas2). The 
important factor in the selection of cases was that mutual learning between the various 
parties involved had taken place, rather than who had the initiative. As a result, cases where 
the local government simply outsourced the service, which was common in countries in the 
former Soviet Union, were rejected. The Observatory also shows that there are cases where 
good national policies increase their positive impact considerably when they are deployed at 
the local level. As a final point in his speech, Giovanni Allegretti announced that CES is 
organizing the "Cities R Us" conference in June 2012 in order to analyze the findings from 
the research in greater depth3.  
 
 
MAGALI GIOVANNANGELI highlighted one of the questions raised by Giovanni Allegretti: the 
important role played by social movements in the management of the public sphere, and 
how the struggles in which they are involved help to make law progress.  
 
 
 
DEBATE WITH THE PUBLIC 
 
 
ANTONIO ZURITA, Director General of FAMSI (Spain), congratulated the Committee on its 
work producing the Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City and suggested 
adding another right: the right to employment. In this regard, he stressed that local 
governments play an important role in generating inclusive and sustainable economic 
development, through social economy and green economy initiatives, among other. This 
issue was discussed in depth at the First World Forum of Local Development Agencies in 
Seville (Spain) in October 20114. The second edition of this  forum will be held in Foz do 
Iguazu (Brazil) in 2013. The success and impact achieved by this forum led FAMSI to 
propose the creation of a working group on "Local Economic Development" within the 
Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights. 
 
 
LISBETH IVERSEN, Councillor for Social Affairs, Housing and Local Development in Bergen 
(Norway) took the floor to explain that her municipality has been working on the local 
implementation of human rights through urban strategic planning for several years. Bergen 
took as its starting point the idea that urban development should be based on the principle 
of sustainability, and that this includes not only the various traditionally recognized 
dimensions (social, economic and environmental sustainability), but also a dimension related 
to human dignity. Bergen therefore considers that linking urban development strategies 
with human rights policies is essential.  
 

                                            
2 www.uclg.org/CISDP/observatory. 
3 www.ces.uc.pt/eventos/citiesareus.  
4 www.foromundialadel.org.  

http://www.uclg.org/CISDP/observatory
http://www.ces.uc.pt/eventos/citiesareus
http://www.foromundialadel.org/
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MAGALI GIOVANNANGELI posed some questions to the floor to encourage discussion: Do 
rights become more operational in cities? How do we deal with the danger that charters 
become mere declarations of intent? Does the Charter-Agenda offer solutions that allow 
progress towards greater social emancipation?  
 
 
PATRICK BRAOUEZEC raised some questions regarding the content of the Charter-Agenda. 
First, he mentioned that some of the commitments in the text are difficult for cities to 
assume. For example, local authorities in the urban community of which he is the president, 
Plaine Commune, which has 400,000 lower-middle class inhabitants, do not have the 
financial capacity to guarantee the right to decent housing stipulated in Article 10. Second, 
the responsibilities of citizens are defined only in terms of the "duty to respect," meaning 
that according to this perspective, institutions provide guarantees and citizens provide 
respect. Patrick Braouezec considers that this is not a model of participatory democracy, 
which is based more on the idea that the construction of the city is a shared responsibility 
between local institutions and citizens. Taking these two considerations into account, he 
suggested presenting the Charter-Agenda to the members of the World Council as a tool that 
should act as a starting point for signatory cities to develop a process of adaptation to the 
local context, together with social movements and civil society.  
 
 
MAGALI GIOVANNANGELI made way for Franck Barrau, Secretary General of the 
International Secretariat for Human Rights (SPIDH) of Nantes - Pays de la Loire (France), 
and apologized for the absence of Delphine Bouffenie, Deputy Mayor of Nantes, who was 
unable to travel to Florence for health reasons. 
 
 
FRANCK BARRAU said that in the final provisions of the Charter-Agenda, the article relating 
to mechanisms of application refers to the need for each signatory city to adapt the text 
to its own situation and produce its own Charter-Agenda.  
 
 
HANS SAKKERS, Director of International Relations in Utrecht (the Netherlands), welcomed 
these meetings as opportunities to exchange experiences and to embark in mutual learning 
processes with other cities. He also stated that it is important to form networks of cities 
for human rights to raise the profile of what cities are doing in this area. Finally, he added 
that instead of debating whether municipalities should sign the Charter or not, it is more 
important that local institutions make a commitment to implement human rights policies, 
regardless of their political affiliations. 
 
 
MAGALI GIOVANNANGELI raised some issues for discussion: Does the fact that the Charter-
Agenda was produced in various places around the world and in coordination with social 
movements mean that a way of creating a network of cities and social movements for 
human rights has already started?  
 
 
JORDI ARCARONS, Head of the Office of the Deputy Mayor of Barcelona (Spain) and the 
President of the Committee, Maite Fandos, apologized for the latter's absence and 
highlighted the need to adopt mechanisms to monitor the implementation of the 
Charter-Agenda. He also referred to the multiplier effect that occurs when cities adhere to 
initiatives of this type.   
 
 
LESLIE RODRIGUEZ, Director of the Strategic Planning Unit in Caguas (Puerto Rico), said 
that charters of this type have a symbolic value that encourages local governments to 
promote human rights policies.  
 
 
 



 UCLG World Council 
9 - 11 December 2011 

Florence, Italy  
 

5 

 

 
CLOSING OF THE ROUND TABLE 
 
 
PATRICK BRAOUEZEC ended the round table by noting that the Charter-Agenda is a tool 
aiming to commit governments to beginning a process of local adaptation; a tool which must 
have evaluation mechanisms and which should provide a means to coordinate the range of 
local actors: institutions and social and civic movements. Consideration should be given to 
inclusion of the right to work and provisions making respect for human rights in the private 
sector binding. The creation of a network for the exchange of experiences would be an 
important tool for cities to find out about policies and experiences of implementing the 
Charter that have yielded good results in other parts of the world.   
 
 
MAGALI GIOVANNANGELI thanked the audience and the speakers for their participation, and 
brought the event to a close by calling everyone to attend the World Water Forum and the 
Alternative World Water Forum (Marseille, March 2012)5. These events will provide a 
space for further discussion on how to move towards the implementation of the right to the 
city in general and the right to water in particular. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
5 www.worldwaterforum6.org/en/ and www.fame2012.org/.   

http://www.worldwaterforum6.org/en/
http://www.fame2012.org/
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PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
AFRICA
Kenya Eldoret Town Council William Ronoh Mayor

Stanislas Ondimu Clerk

Kipsigis County Council* Bernard K. Kosgei Treasurer

Marakwet County Council* Willyam C. Chesingany Chairman

Judith Odera Clerk

Siaya County Council* Aggrey O. Onyango Chairman

Brazil Canoas Town Council Deise Martins Executive Officer for International Relations 

Peru Asdeproa-Arequipa Aurora Bellido Secretary General

Puerto Rico Caguas Town Council Lydia Rivera Deputy Mayor

Leslie Rodríguez Director of the Strategic Planning Unit

EUROPE
France Aubagne Town Council Claude Bernardi Director of Mayor's Office

Slimane Toudert Advisor. Mayor's Office

Bobigny Town Council Cihan Kaygisiz Executive Officer for International Relations 

Île-de-France Region Claudie Bony Department of International Networks

Franck Barrau Secretary General

Anne bitner Project Officer

Francesca Buzzelli Intern

Convention Center "La Cité", Nantes Anne-Claude Thiolat Project Officer

Town Council of Nanterre Patrick Jarry Mayor

Gérard Perreau-Bezouille Deputy Mayor for International Relations

Djamel Sandid Executive Officer for International Relations 

Magali Giovannangeli President

Bernard Calabuig Executive Officer for Participatory Democracy 

Plaine Commune Urban Community Patrick Braouezec President

Conseil général du Val-de-Marne Marie-Christine Delacroix, Advisor. President's Cabinet

Italy Flavio Lotti General Director

Laura Lotti Executive Officer for International Relations

Italian Committee of United Cities 
(CICU)

Silvana Accossato President

Savignano Irpino Town Council Town 
C il 

Oreste Ciasullo Mayor

Netherlands Utrecht Town Council Hans Sakkers Head of International Relations Department

La' Shan Lewis Advisor on International Relations 

Norway Bergen Town Council Lisbeth Iversen City Councillor for Social Affairs

Spain Barcelona Town Council Jordi Arcarons
Head of  the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Quality of 
Life

FAMSI - Andalusian Fund of 
Municipalities for International Antonio Zurita General Director

Switzerland Geneva Town Council Hervé Pichelin Executive Officer on Agenda 21 

Iran Tehran Town Council Goshtasb Mozaffari Deputy Director for International Relations

Portugal Social Studies Centre (CES) Giovanni Allegretti Researcher

Eva Garcia Chueca Executive Officer

Nestor Vega Coordinator

LATIN AMERICA

PARTNERS

Committee on Social Inclusion, Parti. Dem. & HR

MIDDLE EAST & WEST ASIA 

World Secretariat

Pays d'Aubagne et de l'Étoile Urban 
Community

Italian Association of Local 
Authorities for Peace and Human 
Rights

UCLG

Internat. Secretariat for Human 
Rights (SPIDH), Nantes - Pays de la 
Loire

 
 
  


