
 

 
Local and Territorial Voices of Power: Women’s 
Leadership to End Violence Against Women 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women 

​
Organizers:  UCLG-CISDP (Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and 
Human Rights), the department of Seine-Saint-Denis and its Observatory on Violence 
Against Women, and UCLG in the framework of the WYDE Women’s Leadership initiative 

Date and time: 26 November 2025, 15:00 - 17:00 CET​
Location: Virtual (Zoom) 
Registration: Link 

 

Background 

Violence against women and girls remains one of the most pervasive and persistent 
human rights violations across the globe. Despite significant legal and policy progress at 
the international level, many structural and social barriers remain entrenched, often 
reinforced by patriarchal norms, resulting in gender-based violence.  

Local and regional governments (LRGs) are uniquely positioned to address the structural 
drivers of violence against women and transform social norms. Anchoring this priority in 
its equality agenda, the Municipal Movement has declared itself as a Feminist one: 
through feminist approaches to local governance and public service provision, LRGs are 
driving action against gender-based violence and promoting transformative change for 
gender equality. 

As part of the activities led by UCLG in the framework of the WYDE Women’s Leadership 
Initiative, funded by the European Union and led by UN Women, the dialogue "Voices of 
Power: Women’s Leadership to End Violence Against Women" is organized in the context 
of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women (25 November) 
and the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence campaign. 

This session builds on the momentum of the one-year mark since the final seminar of the 
international program Towards Caring Territories for Women Victims of Violence1. It is 
also situated within broader global processes, including the Beijing+30 celebrations and 
the upcoming CSW70 (2026), which will review women’s full and effective participation 
in public life, where violence still serves as a powerful exclusion mechanism. 

As a political and strategic space, this session aims to elevate the voices and experiences 
of local women leaders, to reflect on achievements, challenges, and the collective path 

1 The program “Territories that protect women victims of violence” was a four-year cooperation project between 
local governments, a multi-territory program that is led by the Seine Saint Denis' Observatory on Violence 
against Women (OVF), in collaboration with its Europe International Department, and co-financed by the 
French Development Agency.  
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forward. It will connect local feminist leadership with global advocacy efforts, reinforcing 
the critical role of cities and territories in ending violence against women. 

Objectives  

This session will focus on the intersection of violence against women in all its forms, the 
transformative role of LRGs and feminist municipalism for changing social norms. It will 
provide a space for dialogue among local elected officials and feminist leaders from the 
global Feminist Municipal Movement, including leaders involved in the International 
Observatory on Violence Against Women (OIVF).  

The session will:  

●​ Highlight the role of local feminist leadership in ending violence against 
women: Showcase how local and regional governments are leading action and 
transformative responses to gender-based violence. 
 

●​ Take stock of one year of action since the Towards Caring Territories 
final seminar: Identify lessons learned and good practices that can inform future 
initiatives, capacity-building efforts, and advocacy. 
 

●​ Connect local action with global advocacy frameworks: Position local 
governments as key actors in advancing the goals of the Beijing Platform for 
Action and the 2030 Agenda. 
 

●​ Prepare the UCLG World Congress (June 2026, Tanger) approach to 
gender-based violence in local politics: Identify emerging challenges facing 
LRGs and their priorities for preventing and responding to violence against 
women and powering women’s political participation. 

Agenda  

Opening: Leading Change: Shifting Social Norms to End Violence Against 
Women (15:00-15:20) 

●​ Fatimetou Abdel Malick, President of Nouakchott Region, Co-President of 
UCLG, Chair of UCLG Standing Committee on Gender Equity 

●​ Emilia Saiz, UCLG Secretary General 
●​ Alice Casagrande, Head of the Seine-Saint-Denis Departmental Observatory on 

Violence Against Women  

Panel 1: Caring is Power: Feminist Local Action Against Violence (15:20-15:45) 

Marking one year since the final seminar of the international program Towards Caring 
Territories for Women Victims of Violence, this panel will bring together local women 
elected officials and representatives of the International Observatory on Violence Against 
Women (OIVF) to reflect on achievements, challenges, and lessons learned. 

Moderator: Maïra Topall, International Programs Coordinator at the Observatory on 
Violence Against Women of Seine-Saint-Denis 
 



 
●​ Pascale Labbé, Vice-President of the Seine-Saint-Denis Departmental Council, in 

charge of Gender Equality and the Observatory on Violence against Women 
●​ Rohey Malick Lowe, Mayor of Banjul and President of REFELA 
●​ Mayra Mendoza, Mayor of Quilmes  
●​ Nelly Ouassenan, Second Deputy Mayor of Cocody, Co-President of OIDP for 

Gender Equality  
●​ Ana Maria Muñiz, Mayor of San Mateo Atenco and member of the UCLG 

Standing Committee  
●​ Kiné Fall, Second Elected Secretary, Ziguinchor Departmental Council 

Panel 2: Looking forward: Priorities of the Global Feminist Municipal Agenda 
(15:45-16:15) 

Through a guided dialogue, participants will examine emerging challenges and forms of 
violence against women—particularly digital violence—while also addressing the need to 
promote new models of masculinities, defining shared priorities to advance the critical 
role of the Feminist Municipal Movement in transforming social norms.  

Moderator: Juana López Pagán, Cabinet Advisor at the Ministry of Equality, 
Government of Spain 

Confronting violence to ensure women’s lasting participation in local politics 

●​ Carola Gunnarsson, Councilor of Sala, Special Envoy of UCLG for Freedom, 
Solidarity and the Fight against Violence towards Local Political Leaders, and 
UCLG Vice President for Europe 

Changing social norms and redefining masculinities 

●​ Mary Marjorie Martin-Chan, Former City Councillor, Tuguegarao City, Cagayan 

Fighting new forms of violence 

●​ Gertrude Nadia Sena Dossa,  Deputy Mayor, Head of the 2nd District of Porto 
Novo, member of the African network of young elected officials (YELO) 

Priorities on ending violence for women’s political participation  

●​ Ursula Sautter, Deputy Mayor, City of Bonn 

Open discussion (16:15-16:50) 

●​ Ana Falú, UCLG UBUNTU 

Closing: A Collective Call to End Violence Against Women (16:50-17:00) 

●​ Emilia Saiz, UCLG Secretary General 
●​ Lina Andeer, Gender Equality Expert, European Commission 

 


