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1.- Background 

 

The European Charter for the Safeguarding of Human Rights in the City (Saint Denis, 2000) is the 
result of the commitment made by several European cities meeting in Barcelona in 1998 to 
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Based on the 
assumption that most of the population today lives in urban areas, the cities that attended the 
meeting decided to formalize their political commitment to protecting human rights at the local 
level, and to highlight the key role of cities in safeguarding human rights. A European conference 
is held to share the progress made by signatory cities every two years. The following events have 

been organized to date: 
 

 1998, Barcelona (Spain) 
 2000, Saint-Denis (France) 
 2002, Venice (Italy) 
 2004, Nuremberg (Germany) 
 2006, Lyon (France) 

 2008, Geneva (Switzerland) 
 2010, Tuzla (Bosnia-Herzegovina) 

 
After the conference in Geneva (2008), the most active cities in the network (Barcelona, Saint-
Denis/Plaine Commune, Lyon, Geneva and Nantes) decided to entrust the promotion of the 
Charter to the international organization of cities, United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), 

through its Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights. 
 
 
2.- From the European Charter for the Safeguarding of Human Rights in the City to the 
Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City 
 
 

The UCLG Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights, initially 
under the political leadership of the Provincial Council of Barcelona (Spain) and subsequently the 
city of Nantes (France), has also been working since 2006 on the production of a municipal charter 
of human rights with a worldwide scope, the Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City. 
UCLG formally adopted this charter in 2011 at its World Council in Florence, which was attended 
by over 400 mayors from all over the world. 

 

The main differences between the Charter-Agenda and the European Charter lie, on the one hand, 
in the different geographic scope of each document (one is global, while the other is European) 
and, on the other hand, in the agenda or local action plan that the Charter-Agenda contains. As a 
result, in the Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City each right is accompanied by an 
action plan that is a benchmark for use by local governments when taking concrete steps for 
human rights implementation. 
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3.- Phase shift: from European conferences to global meetings 
 
 
In view of the recent adoption of the Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City by UCLG 

and the existence of other human rights charters adopted in cities such as Montreal (Canada), 
Mexico City (Mexico) and Gwangju (South Korea), the concept behind the eighth Conference of the 
European Charter for the Safeguarding of Human Rights in the City is a global meeting to discuss 
the various instruments and experiences aiming at promoting human rights that are currently 
taking place at local level.  
 
This involves a shift in the way these events have been organized in the past. They will change 

from a Europe-wide conference focused on a single instrument, the European Charter for the 
Safeguarding Human Rights in the City, to another global conference for sharing the work done by 
cities to promote human rights, with the support or not of municipal human rights charters. 
 

In order to give this point of transition some degree of symbolism, the UCLG Committee on Social 
Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights invited Saint-Denis, the city where the 

European Charter was adopted in 2000, to host this event. As a result of this, Saint-Denis will 
organise the 1st World Summit of Local Governments for the Right to the City with the 
neighbouring city of Aubervilliers and the Intercommunality of Plaine Commune from 10 to 12 
December, 2012.  
 
 
4. - Steering Committee for the preparation of the Summit  

 
 
The 1st World Summit of Local Governments for the Right to the City will be organized by a broad-
based steering committee, in which the following will be invited to participate: 
 

 the president and vice-presidents of the UCLG Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory 
Democracy and Human Rights; 

 the host cities of previous conferences of the European Charter (see p. 1); 

 the signatory cities to the European Charter; 
 cities with some experience in municipal human rights policies; 
 member cities of the FAL/FALP networks; 
 some representatives from civil society organizations from Saint-Denis; 
 a representative from transnational civil society organizations relevant to the area of the 

right to the city; 
 representatives from the academic community. 

 
A balanced geographical representation of the various continents must be ensured.  
 
The proposal is for the cities or members of the steering committee (individually or in groups) to 
take responsibility for organizing a roundtable or workshop on a topic of interest. To that end, 

they will be invited to: 
 

 contribute to defining the working contents of the roundtable or workshop for which they 
are responsible; 

 identify relevant panellists for the session; 

 moderate the session on the day that it is held. 
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5.- Provisional schedule for the Forum  
 
 

10 December 
Evening 

Welcome and reception for participants 

11 December 
All day 

Inauguration and round tables 

12 December 
Morning 

Conclusions and closing. Reading of the final declaration 

 
From 12 to 14 December 2012, the cities of Saint-Denis and Aubervilliers will also be hosting 
the Conference "Security, Democracy and Cities: The Future of Prevention" organized by 
the European Forum for Urban Security (EFUS)1. The closing of 1st World Summit of Local 

Governments for the Right to the City will coincide with the opening of Conference "Security, 
Democracy and Cities: The Future of Prevention." 

 
A meeting of the steering committee of the conference is proposed for the morning of 10 
December. The purpose of this meeting, which may be opened to any other city that is 
interested, will be: 

 
 To establish the main strategic lines guiding the action of the committee in 2013 in order 

to promote the right to the city in general and the European Charter and Global Charter-
Agenda in particular; 
 

 To identify the host city for the next conference in 2014 (an exploratory study of potential 
interested cities, among which non-European cities will receive priority, will previously 

have been undertaken). 
 

 To establish some financial commitments that enable the anticipated actions to be 
implemented. 
 

The FAL (Forum of Local Authorities for Social Inclusion and Participatory Democracy) and the 

FALP (World Forum of Peripheral Local Authorities) will be invited to convene working meetings at 

the conference. 
 
 
6. - Possible thematic axes 
 
Briefly, the issues that have been addressed so far in previous conferences are: 

 
Barcelona:  

 The role of cities in guaranteeing human rights. 
 The role of civil society in building inclusive cities. 
 The potential of decentralized cooperation and of exchanging experiences between cities. 

 
Saint-Denis: 

 Cities as laboratories of innovation. 
 Participatory democracy. 
 The fight against social exclusion. 

 
Venice:  

 The fight against racism and xenophobia. 
 Guaranteeing the migrant population's civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. 

 Mechanisms for monitoring implementation of the European Charter.  
 Visibility of cities as guarantors of human rights to international organizations such as the 

UN or the EU. 

                                                 
1 For further information:  www.efus.eu.  

http://www.efus.eu/
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Nuremberg: 
 The right to education. 
 The right to health. 
 Interculturalism. 

 Self-assessment of the implementation of the European Charter and identification of 
indicators. 

 
Lyons: 

 Promotion of the legal status of the European Charter. 
 Promotion of the guarantee mechanisms of the European Charter: mediation, alert 

committees and the local ombudsman. 

 
Geneva: 

 Access to the rights of migrants and minorities. 
 The right to housing. 

 International solidarity between cities and international cooperation. 
 

Tuzla: 
 The right to non-discrimination, tolerance and peace. 
 The right to high quality public services. 
 The right to a healthy and human environment. 

 
 
The possible themes for the 1st World Summit of Local Governments for the Right to the City could 

be2: 
 

 The right to water. 
 Food sovereignty. 
 The right to work. 
 The right to local economic development. 
 The right to sustainable development. 

 The right to housing. 

 Gender equality. 
 The rights of children. 
 Protecting the most vulnerable sectors of the population: senior citizens, disabled people, 

dependents, etc. 
 Right to centrality of urban peripheries. 

 Right to urban prevention. 
 ... 

 
 
7. - First Preparatory Meeting for the Forum  
 
 

The first preparatory meeting for the Summit will take place in Saint-Denis on 13 July, 2012. The 
purpose of the meeting will be to discuss this draft project and to encourage collective thinking on 
the following issues: 
 

 How does each of us experience human rights in the city today at a local, European and 

global level? 
 What are the rights being debated, including both those that need to be defended and 

those that need to be promoted? 
 What is the role of municipalities in these debates? 

                                                 
2These proposed themes (except the last two of them) come from the 1st 2012 Semestral Meeting of the UCLG Committee on 

Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights, held in Aubagne (France) on 12 March, 2012. The minutes of the 

meeting can be consulted on the Committee's website: www.uclg.org/CISDP. The last two thematic axes have been proposed 

by Plaine Commune. 

http://www.cities-localgovernments.org/committees/cisdp/Upload/general_docs/minutes_cisdp_aubagne_en.pdf
http://www.cities-localgovernments.org/committees/cisdp/Upload/general_docs/minutes_cisdp_aubagne_en.pdf
http://www.uclg.org/CISDP


 

 

5 

 

 What progress has been made due to the European Charter and other initiatives at local, 
European or global level? 

 How can proactive engagement be enhanced at all levels? 
 What links with other networks within the municipal movement should be strengthened to 

enhance the participation of local authorities in promoting human rights, the right to the 
city and the right to the metropolis for all? 

 


