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1. Summary 

 

Since Habitat II, the massive urbanization process has concurred with a growth of inequalities and 

social and spatial fragmentation. In this context, the Right to the city represents an aspiration to 

social and spatial justice emerging from inhabitants that puts people at the heart of the agenda. Local 

Governments often support this aspiration and thus some regulations and local public policies have 

been able to translate the Right to the City into social and political realities. 

 

Although it is true that the Right to the City localizes and concretizes human rights in territories, from 

the smallest village to the biggest metropolis, it goes beyond this as it envisions the possibility of 

another world, built from the everydayness of human settlements. 

 

On the eve of the Habitat III Conference -where the Right to the City was the centre of many debates 

among States-, local governments and representatives from civil society and academia will reaffirm 

the Right to the City at the heart of their agenda for fair, sustainable, democratic and solidarity-based 

cities and human settlements. 
 
This Policy Dialogue will address the Right to the City in its diverse dimensions, from localization of human rights 

to other issues as decent work, food security, adequate housing, polycentrism in metropolitan areas, financing 
mechanisms, the fight against climate change, human rights accountability and monitoring… 
 
It all aims at concretizing this emerging right, which is already inscribed in our world’s local realities and whose 
implementation constitutes a major challenge of the 21st century to build a fair and sustainable world. 
 
 

2. Key topics to address during the session 

 

In the past years, the Right to the City has been claimed as an alternative to exclusive processes. It 

means that cities are places for life, for conviviality, for everyone’s access to rights –rather than for 

financial profit. It is a critique discourse and a set of political practices able to develop solidarity and 

to renew democracy, in front of the logics of “competitive city”. It is about, in the words of David 

Harvey, exerting the “right to change the city collectively” and “changing ourselves” as society in this 

process. 

 

The Right to the City was assumed by UCLG in the 2011 World Council, with the adoption of the 

Global Charter-Agenda of Human Rights in the City, and has been a central element of local 

governments’ participation at the Habitat III process. 

http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/CISDP%20Carta-Agenda%20Sencera_FINAL_1.pdf


The Global Platform for the Right to the City defines it as the “equitable usufruct and enjoyment of 

cities, towns and villages, aiming at promoting inclusion and ensuring that all their inhabitants, of 

present and future generations, without any kind of discrimination, are able to inhabit and produce 

fair, secure, accessible, resilient and sustainable cities and human settlements, as common goods 

contributing to prosperity and quality of life in an essential way”. More specifically, contents and tools 

concretizing the right to the city are rooted on six main axes: 

 

- Respect, promotion and fulfilment of Human Rights (civil, political, economic, social, cultural 

and environmental) for all. 

- The social function of property, land and the city. 

- The democratic management of towns, cities, metropolitan areas and regions, which implies a 

reinforced role of decentralization and a new role for local governments. 

- The acknowledgement and support to the social production of the habitat and to the social and 

solidary economy, through the needed legal and financial assistance, as well as in terms of 

land management and technical assistance. 

- The responsible and collective management of ecological and cultural common goods, 

including an integral and territorial approach that goes beyond political and administrative 

boundaries. 

- The protection, non-privatization and improvement of public spaces, including community 

infrastructures and their facilities, through the support to the inhabitants’ initiatives. 

However, how can the Right to City’s real compliance can be guaranteed in practice? 

 

The main objective of this session is to highlight the importance putting the Right to the City and 

Human Rights at the heart of the global agenda as a transversal approach to policies to be 

implemented in human settlements for the next twenty years. It means to combine perspectives and 

experiences brought from different fields (institutions, academia and civil society) which had been 

successful in the guarantee of the Right to the City’s dimensions. 

 

To this end, the session will rely on the participation of high-level representatives of Local 

Governments, civil society and academia from different regions of the world, with an important 

background on defending and implementing Human Rights and the Right to the City, and involved in 

its international defence and promotion through the UCLG Committee on Social Inclusion, 

Participatory Democracy and Human Rights and the Global Platform for the Right to the City. 

 

Representatives from Committee’s cities will throw light on key issues for the Right to the City, such 

as social justice (Ada Colau, Mayor of Barcelona), building polycentric and solidary metropolitan areas 

(Patrick Braouezec, President of Plaine Commune and Abdoulaye Thimbo Mayor of Pikine), the social 

production of the habitat and the guarantee of food security (Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas, General 

Coordinator of International Affairs of Mexico City) and the construction of a human rights cities’ 

network (Kim SOO A, Director of the Human Rights Office of the Gwangju Metropolitan City and Jan 

Van Zanen, Mayor of Utrecht, President of VNG). Additionally, Alison Brown (WIEGO, Global Platform 

for the Right to the City) will address the issue of decent work, whereas Bahram Ghazi (Office of the 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights) will approach the issue of governments’ accountability 

regarding the compliance of human rights in the global urbanization process. 

 

 

3. Format of the session 

  

Since this session aims at combining perspectives and approaches emerging from the diverse 

dimensions of the right to the city, the political dialogue will have to different parts: 

1. Initial speech: what does implementing the Right to the City mean in their respective 

domains? What concrete experiences can be brought to the table? What challenges does it 

face? What coalitions to build? What to do to consolidate progresses and prevent setbacks? – 

45 min. (3-5 min per pax.) 



2. Structured dialogue: How to keep articulating the movement for Human Rights in the city and 

the Right to the City at global level? What opportunities imply the implementation and follow-

up of the 2030 Agenda and Habitat III commitments in terms on strengthening local voices on 

the international stage? -  45 min. 

The session will follow a talk-show methodology (moderators will ask questions to participants like an 

interview); therefore, speakers are asked to prepare very short remarks (3-5 minutes long), including 

strong messages for Human Rights and the right to the city. 

 

 

4. List of speakers 

 

- Ada Colau, Mayor of Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain) 

- Patrick Braouezec, President of Plaine Commune (Paris metropolitan area, France) 

- Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas, General Coordinator of International Affairs of Mexico City (Mexico) 

- Abdoulaye Thimbo, Mayor of Pikine (Periphery of Dakar, Senegal) 

- Jan Van Zanen, Mayor of Utrecht, President of VNG (The Netherlands) 

- Soo A Kim, Director of Human Rights of the Metropolitan City of Gwangju (Republic of Korea) 

- Alison Brown, Women in Informal Economy: Globalizing and Organizing (WIEGO) and Global 

Platform for the Right to the City 

- Bahram Ghazi, Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

 

Moderators: Lorena Zárate, President of Habitat International Coalition (HIC), and Magali Fricaudet, 

Coordinator of the UCLG Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights. 

 

 

5. Outcomes envisaged 

 

It is expected that this Policy Dialogue, in addition to putting the Right to the City at the centre of 

Local and Regional Leaders’ agenda, will give evidence of the diverse applications of the Right to the 

City as an holistic approach for fair, democratic and sustainable cities, thus demonstrating the 

possibility of a change of urban paradigm. It is also envisaged that the high-level representatives 

participating in the dialogue will enable to orient the UCLG strategy regarding the Right to the City 

and its main axis. 

 

 

6. Resources 

 

- Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City, adopted by the UCLG World Council in 2011.  

- Gwangju Guiding Principles for a Human Rights City (2014) 

- Declaration of Local Governments for the Right to the City (Mexico City, 2015) 

- Declaration of the first world meeting of local governments for the right to the city (Saint-Denis and 

Aubervilliers, 2012) 

- For a world of inclusive cities (2008) 

- European Charter for the Safeguarding of Human Rights in the City (Saint-Denis, 2000) 

- Ecological transition and the right to the city (2015) 

- The ecological transition in popular peripheries, a priority to reduce social inequalities (minutes of the 

side event organized by the Departmental Council of Seine-Saint-Denis, 2015) 

- Recommendations for the inclusion of homeless people’s rights in the New urban Agenda (Barcelona, 

2016) 

- Declaration “Financing the right to the city for all” (Mexico, 2016) 

- “Barcelona, city of rights” action plan (2016) 

- Barcelona Declaration on Public Spaces, resulting the Habitat III Thematic Meeting (Barcelona, 2016) 

- Proceso de urbanización y derecho a la ciudad: insumos para la discusión de los desafíos en la 

construcción de la Agenda Urbana mundial (ES) Augusto Barrera (2016): CITE- FLACSO Ecuador. 

http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/CISDP%20Carta-Agenda%20Sencera_FINAL_1.pdf
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/Gwangju%20Guiding%20Principles%20for%20Human%20Rights%20City%20adopted%20on%2017%20May%202014.pdf
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/Final%20Declaration_EN.pdf
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/Final_declaration_Summit_Saint_Denis_1.pdf
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/CISDP_For_a_world_of_inclusive_cities_3.pdf
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/en/right-to-the-city/european-charter
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/CR%205%20decEN.pdf
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/CR%208%20Decembre.pdf
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/EN_Declaraci%C3%B3n%20final_1.pdf
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/EN_Declaration.pdf
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/MesuraGovernBCDrets_TRA_en-GB.pdf
https://www2.habitat3.org/bitcache/e8895bc8f993d98ee65307e526fd74f1260f6679?vid=586383&disposition=inline&op=view
http://cite.flacsoandes.edu.ec/media/2016/02/CuadernoCITE2.pdf
http://cite.flacsoandes.edu.ec/media/2016/02/CuadernoCITE2.pdf


- New Urban Agenda to be adopted in Quito (Habitat III) 

- Habitat International Coalition (2011): Ciudades para tod@s. Por el derecho a la ciudad, experiencias y 

propuestas (ES). 

- Urbanization and Human Rights, Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.  

- Global Platform for the Right to the City. Several available resources. 

- UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing’s Annual Report (2015): Centrality of the right to adequate 

housing for the development and implementation of the New Urban Agenda to be adopted at Habitat III 

in October 2016. 

- UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing’s Annual Report (2016): Homelessness as a global human 

rights crisis that demands an urgent global response. 

- UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing’s Report (2016): The right to life and the right to adequate 

housing: the indivisibility and inter-dependence of these rights. 

 

 

7. Communications 

During the weeks prior to the Policy Dialogue, the Twitter account of the UCLG Committee on Social 

Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights will be promoting the event as part of the UCLG 

Congress communication campaign. There will also be a live coverage of the session in social 

networks. 

 

- Committee’s Twitter account: @uclg_cisdp 

- Hashtags to be used before and during the session: 

o For contents related to the Right to the City: #Right2City 

o For messages supporting the Right to the City: #SupportRight2City 

o To promote the Policy Dialogue as part of the Congress’ promotion: #UCLGCongress  

https://www2.habitat3.org/bitcache/97ced11dcecef85d41f74043195e5472836f6291?vid=588897&disposition=inline&op=view
http://www.hic-gs.org/news.php?pid=3849
http://www.hic-gs.org/news.php?pid=3849
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Urbanization/Pages/UrbanizationHRIndex.aspx
http://www.right2city.org/
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/70/270
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/70/270
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/70/270
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/31/54
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/31/54
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/71/310
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/71/310

