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Workshop Presentation of 
"Co-Creating the City" 

 
 

From the 12th to the 15th of October in Bogotá, UCLG, the global network that 
represents local and regional governments, will host the World Summit of Local 

Leaders. 
 

 
1. The Right to the City: The Pivotal Relationship Between Civil 

Society and Local Governments Towards Just, Democratic, and 
Sustainable Territories 

 

Since the 2011 World Council, with the adoption of the Global Charter-Agenda 
for Human Rights in the City, UCLG has advocated for The Right to the City as 

the key to renewing the social contract on a local level. This is through 
guaranteeing, protecting, and promoting human rights across the territory and 

includes local democratic renewal in order to keep up with 21st century 
societies.  

 
The Right to the City transcribes and defines human rights for territories, 

ranging from the smallest town to the largest metropolitan areas. Furthermore, 
it raises the possibility of changing the world to be one built on the realities of 

daily life. 
 

http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/en/right-to-the-city/world-charter-agenda
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/en/right-to-the-city/world-charter-agenda


The aim is to affirm the fact that cities are common goods before they are for 

"financial income". They are places for life, coexistence, and for everyone's 

access to rights. This provides a critical framework and a set of political 
practices that are capable of developing solidarity and renewing democracy. In 

the words of David Harvey, the aim is to exercise the "right to changing the 
city" in a collective way, and thus "change ourselves" as a society in the 

process. 
 

The Right to the City has been a central element in the participation of 
local governments for the Hábitat III process. As a result, through the 

Committee on Social Inclusion, Participative Democracy, and Human 
Rights, together with civil society, UCLG has promoted the Right to the 

City as a pillar of the regional agenda. 
 

Whether or not the United Nations includes this in the New Urban Agenda, that 
shall be outlined in Quito shortly after our conference, UCLG is determined to 

pursue an agenda where this right is a central one, with the conviction that in 

this way it is possible to overcome the daily challenges faced by 
inhabitants:  social inequalities, socio-spatial segregation processes, difficulties 

in access to housing, job insecurity and unemployment, and cultural exclusion, 
pollution and environmental risks, among others. 

 
Therefore, the objective of the "Co-Creating the City" workshop is to 

establish this emerging right through local practices where its 
consistency has already been instilled in local realities worldwide. Their 

implementation, through the connection between the commons and the public, 
comprises one of the major challenges to building a just and sustainable world 

in the 21st century. 
 

2.  A Permanent Workshop For Establishing The Right to the City 
Through Local Community Practices 

 

 
During the conference, aside from other activities relating to this topic, over 

three days a workshop will be developed that shall introduce a new focus on 
the debate, based on practices. 

 
This workshop was entrust to the journalist, researcher, and activist Bernardo 

Gutiérrez, who works at the MediaLab de Madrid. The methodology and lines of 
development of the workshop were developed in collaboration with Bernardo 

Gutiérrez and UCLG's Committee on Social Inclusion, Participative Democracy, 
and Human Rights, with the support from the UCLG’s Committee on Culture.   

 
The workshop was conceived as a process of interaction between local 

governments and activists, as creators of cities and territories, in order to 
mutually enrich practices for the rights of the city. 

 

It will give the floor to different citizens' initiatives, civil society organisations, 
and social movements that put the Right to the City into practice. The aim is to 

https://habitat3.org/
http://medialab-prado.es/


initiate a multidimensional dialogue on what are the necessary 

convergences between the local initiatives for the commons and the 

public policies. How can the concept of the commons spark democratic 
renewal in cities and territories? How can local management favour and 

support development and expand practices for the commons? What can the 
public do to provide an institutional framework that does not impede the 

development of the commons? How can we legitimise or make civil society 
practices for the commons more visible? 

 
 

3. The Methodology 
 

Organised into different aspects the workshop will hold a number of open 
sessions to be attended by predefined, varied groups. They will contribute 

prepared documents to be discussed during the workshop. The dynamics of 
the sessions will promote and strengthen digital participation and online 

collaboration.  

 
The workshop will have two areas of interaction: digital and face-to-face. 

 
-Face-to-face. From the 12th to the 14th of October, the workshop will account 

for on-site work around the six "Right to the City" areas (declensions) 
specifically prepared for the event (see section). 

 
-Digital. The digital aspect will cover three areas: 

 
1) The contributory work group through PADs. The work will focus on the 

six areas identified by Bernardo Gutiérrez as the pillars of the Right to the City.  
 

2) A dialogue on social media. The dialogue from the workshop will be 
expanded upon through hashtags chosen for the event for use on social 

networks, especially Twitter. 

 
3) Hangouts. Google Hangouts (live-streaming international video 

interaction) will be used to facilitate dialogue between participants in the 
workshop and people from different countries who are not in Bogotá. Six digital 

discussions will be held on Hangouts, with one for every declension of the 
Right to the City (see schedule). During the summit, Hangouts will be 

projected on a screen in Bogotá so as to allow guests to interact and discuss 
with those presenting. Guests from 3 Hangouts to be projected on screen will 

be activists and campaigners from different movements.  At the end of each of 
the Hangouts, the floor will be open to a round of questions to promote 

interaction between those present at the event in Bogotá and those online. All 
activists invited to participate in Hangouts shall have prepared documents and 

will collaborate remotely in further drafts. 
 

 

 
 



4. Schedule 

        

Organised into six areas the workshop will hold a number of open sessions to 
be attended by predefined, varied groups. They will contribute prepared drafts 

to be discussed during the workshop. Following this will be the other scheduled 
Hangouts. They will be streamed live on YouTube:   

 
Prior to the summit:   

 
- "Right to the Democratic City" via Hangouts (10 October, 12:00 GMT-6) 

 
To be projected live during the summit in Bogotá:  

 
- "Right to the Living City" via Hangouts (12 October, 12:00 GMT-6) 

- "Right to the Just City" via Hangouts (14 October, 18:00 GMT-6) 
- "Right to the Diverse City" via Hangouts (14 October, 09:00 GMT-6) 

 

Following the summit: 
 

- "Right to the Sustainable City" via Hangouts (19 October 15:00 GMT) 
- "Right to the Learning City" via Hangouts (26 October) 

 
 

 
 

5. A Shared Outcome  
 

The objective is to develop an open, multi-format document with practical 
examples and primary methodologies on how civil society has effectively 

promoted the Right to the City. This may inspire and guide local governments 
in developing public policies and other groups in society to establish initiatives 

favouring the development of the commons. In the final stage after sessions 

have finished with the foundational documents, they will be open to everyone 
to encourage debate.    

 
 

 
        

 
Right to the City Declensions 

 
Bernardo Gutiérrez 

 
The declensions of the Right to the City shall serve to construct a narrative for 

the works, and establish a communication strategy.  The document compiles 
groups, movements, and individuals connected with practices related to the 

"Right to the City". In turn, names of people in connection with UCLG cities 

that participated in the process and the workshop will be collected.  
 



 

 Right to the Democratic City (Participation): Thursday, 13th of 

October, 11:00 - 12:30h [S5]  
      

Participation has become a necessary element in "radicalising democracy" 
within the context of a global crisis on political representation and to correct 

large inequalities in access to spaces of power and decision-
making.  Resistance by some cities and citizens' groups towards the Smart City 

model based on surveillance and data centralisation, broadens the concept of 
the "Right to the City" to a "Right to the Democratic City". Citizen participation 

in urban planning processes, the privacy of communications, citizen 
deliberative processes, the civil hacking movement around transparency, data 

commons (data sharing), and direct democracy in an urban setting, such as 
municipal projects by#DecideMadrid- Madrid) or#DecidimBarcelona- 

Barcelona), all outline the future of the "Right to the Democratic City". 
Democratic management of towns, cities, metropolitan areas, and regions 

leads to strengthening the role of local governments. The Right to the 

Democratic City therefore becomes a cornerstone for local governments. 
However, beyond the many ways for participation, a key question is whether 

or not these channels of participation really reach to those furthest from 
power.  

 
Participants in the "Right to the Democratic City" area of the "Co-Creating the 

City" workshop: 
 

Attendees 
 

 15M Barcelona // Héctor Huerga // Barcelona 
 Carolina Botero or Pilar Sáez -  Fundación Karisma 

 Nelson Saule, Instituto Polis 
 Fernando Pindado, Barcelona Commissioner on Participation and Rights 

 Eduardo Tadeu, President of the Association of Municipalities of Brazil 

 Hassan Hmani, Deputy Mayor of citizen participation of the City of Nanterre, 
co-president of the Commission on Peripheral Cities - Djamel Sandid, 

international relations officer for the City of Nanterre  
 Fatimetou Abd El Malik, Mayor of Tevragh-Zeina, Network of Locally Elected 

Women of Africa 
 Jairo Jorge, Mayor of Canoas - Deise Martins, Secretary for International 

Relations for the City of Canoas 
 Dominique Ollivier, Director of the Office of Public Consultation of Montreal, 

Quebec 
 Giovanni Alegretti, Centre for Social Studies of Coimbra 

 Antonio Hernandez Llamas, Director of Participation for the Office of the 
Mayor of Bogotá.  

 
 

Hangouts Guests 

 
 Nuit Debout // France 

https://hackpad.com/ep/search/?q=#DecideMadrid&amp;via=SvVHvwTiMCi
https://hackpad.com/ep/search/?q=#DecidimBarcelona&amp;via=SvVHvwTiMCi


 YoSoy132 // City of Mexico  

 Cidades Que Queremos / Belo Horizonte (Brazil)  

 Occupy Wall Street  
 Sunflower movement // Taiwan 

 Open Mumbai 
 mediaLABics - Madrid  

 
 

 
 Right to the Living City (Housing + neighbourhood character) 

Wednesday 12th of October, 12:00 - 13:30 [S5]  
 

The crisis of the urban model demonstrated by the various "occupy" 
movements around the world came as from certain intellectual figures. The 

book, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, by Jane Jacob and 
published almost half a century ago, is one of the most important references. 

The Living City is based on the character of neighbourhoods and on human 

networks that make up the territories. It serves as a beacon for many local 
governments and social movements impinge on cities. Permeating throughout 

The Living City, is the struggle for human rights and the right to adequate 
housing. As a result it has become one of the most inspiring narratives against 

gentrification, real estate speculation, and the privatisation of public space.  
 

Attendees  
    

 Ocupe Estelita // Recife // Brasil 
 Lorena Zarate, President of Habitat International Coalition 

 Daniel Martínez, Mayor of Montevideo  
 Esther Madeleine Leblanc, Officer for the Department Municipal Law for the 

City São Paulo. 
 Sylvia Tabitha Muzila, Mayor of Francistown 

 Pam McConnell, Secretary for Social Development of Toronto 

 Azza A. Sirry, Professor at the Egyptian Housing and Building Research 
Centre, Director of Metropolis for the Middle East 

 
 

Hangouts Guests 
 

 PAH 
 Iconolasistas // Buenos Aires //  @iconoclasistas   

 Left Hand Rotation // Lisbon // http://www.lefthandrotation.com/ 
 Imece, Urban Society Movement// Istanbul // Begun Ozden 

// http://toplumunsehircilikhareketi.org/  
 Ambros Theater ( Self-managed theatre) // Athens 

// http://embrostheater.blogspot.com.es/ 
 Resistencia Habitat 3 (various groups) // 

Quito https://resistenciapopularhabitat3.org/ 

 FairBnB - Amsterdam http://faircity.amsterdam/ 
 

https://twitter.com/iconoclasistas
http://www.lefthandrotation.com/
http://toplumunsehircilikhareketi.org/
http://embrostheater.blogspot.com.es/
https://resistenciapopularhabitat3.org/
http://faircity.amsterdam/


 Right to the Learning City: Thursday 13th of October, 09:00 - 

10:30 [S5]  

 
During the wave of occupations that began with the Arab Spring, urban space 

became a space for exchanging knowledge, and one of learning. The "master 
class" or "public class" formats, in which specialists in a field could share their 

knowledge, were common in occupied spaces. At the same time, these areas 
made teachers and students equals, and also made shared learning possible 

for specialists and amateurs.  
 

Simultaneously, in an era of ubiquitous connectivity, smartphones, and 
proactive citizenship, any corner of the city can be transformed into an area for 

education and exchange.                           
                           

According to the town planner Doménico di Siena's definition, the Learning City 
is "the movement from models based around creating efficient products and 

services that demand constant motion (and consumption), to models focused 

on information management and the production of knowledge (self-
organising)". The "Right to the Learning City" is based on open access and the 

free flow of knowledge and culture.  
 

 
Attendees 

 
 Red Como Vamos (Colombia) 

 Kim Jung Hyun, Deputy Director of Urban Global Partnership of Metropolis in 
Seoul  

 Puvendrah Akiah, Department of Urban Planning of Durban 
 Felip Roca, Director of Metropolis 

 Leandro Ardaza, International Relations Consultant for the City of Bilbao, 
Coordinator of the Digital Cities Network. 

 Sara Hoeflich (UCLG) 

 Monse Tello, Councillor for Culture of Cuenca, Ecuador 
 Catherine  Cullen, previously Councillor for Culture in Lille and president of 

the UCLG Committee on Culture; currently "special advisor" to the 
Committee 

 Jordi Baltà, academic and consultant for the UCLG Committee on Culture 
 Aurore Brachet, representative of Via Le Monde, Seine-Saint-Denis 

department 
 

 
Hangouts 

 
 @urbanohumano // Italy  

 Red de Comunes // Medellín 
 Carmen P2Plazas // Spain 

 Ocupa Escola SP // Brazil 

 
 

http://urbanohumano.org/innovacion-civica/sentient-city-de-la-ciudad-creativa-a-la-ciudad-del-conocimiento/


 Right to the Sustainable City: Wednesday, 12th of October, 10:30 

- 12:00h [S5]  

 
The You Stink riots that shocked Beirut in July of 2015 put the question of 

urban management on the table with regards to global upheaval. The conflict 
highlighted the clash between public-private management and cities' 

sustainability. Proposals for the remunicipalisation of cleaning services in 
certain Spanish cities, including the creation of clean energy companies, are 

evidence of the challenge local government’s face with regards to 
sustainability. 

 
Additionally, city models based on the concept of "care", broaden the concept 

of sustainability, putting "life", and the conditions that make it possible, at the 
centre of public policy. The Right to the Sustainable City also establishes a 

dialogue with the social economy, management of the commons, cooperative 
models of production in urban environments, and production and consumption 

patterns. This also calls upon the ability for regulation so that cities do not 

become a source of accumulated, centralised financial income. Rather, the aim 
is that wealth is created in a sustainable manner, where profits are distributed 

equally among the population and neighbourhoods. The Right to the 
Sustainable City guarantees the social role of property, land, and the city. 

Furthermore, it is a key part in recognising and supporting the social 
production of habitat.  The Right to the Sustainable City is based on the 

responsible and collective management of common environmental goods.  
 

Attendees 
 

 Arquitectura Expandida//Ana//  Bogotá // http://arquitecturaexpandida.org/ 
 Cuauhtémoc Cardenas, International Relations Coordinator of the City of 

Mexico 
 Alison Brown, Professor of Urban Planning at Cardiff University, President of 

Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and Organizing 

 Patrick Braouezec, President of Plaine Commune (North Paris suburb)  
 Bahram Ghazi, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

 Gulten Kisanak, Mayor of Diyarbakir (Turkish Kurdistan)  / Erçan Ayboga, 
Director of International Relations Dyarbakir  

 
Hangouts Guests 

 
 You Stink (Lebanon) 

 Red de Espacios Ciudadanos (REC) 
//Madrid//  http://www.espaciosciudadanos.org/ 

 Hortelões Urbanos (São Paulo) 
 Rap Permacultura (Brussels) 

 Neaguinea - Athens http://neaguinea.org/english/  
 

 

 

http://arquitecturaexpandida.org/
http://www.espaciosciudadanos.org/
http://neaguinea.org/english/


 Right to the Diverse City (Culture): Friday 14th of October, 09:00 

- 10:30 [S5] 

 
The Right to the Diverse City relies upon the responsible and collective 

management of common cultural goods.  On the other hand, the Right to the 
Diverse City can also be reflected in three main areas: diversity, 

memory/heritage, and creativity.  The execution of public policies that 
guarantee a diverse city touches upon an essential point: exercising cultural 

rights and access to culture. Whether in public spaces or facilities, such as 
libraries or auditoriums, the existence of cultural expressions that are 

accessible to everyone is the traditional approach to this issue. The new 
responsibility of public authority is to create visibility for, facilitate, and 

recognise the presence of autonomous cultural expressions in the city. In this 
way, interculturality can become a tool and space for dialogue between 

different cultures, and cultural expressions existing within a city. In addition, 
public authority can shift its logic and open a dialogue with “the commons”.  

 

The Right to the Diverse City recognises culture as more of a process than a 
product, associating it with participative processes, and those that occur in 

public spaces. 
 

Attendees 
 

 LabSur Lab (Colombia) 
 Fundación Carisma / 

 Sergio Salgado (Xnet, Barcelona) 
 Igor Stokfiszewski // http://m.krytykapolityczna.pl/#toggle-menu  

 Patrick Braouezec, President of Plaine Commune (North Paris suburb) / 
Sylvie Ducatteau, Elected official of Plaine Commune-Aubervilliers in charge 

of international relations/ Antonio Aniesa, associate of Patrick Braouezec  
 Aurore Brachet, international relations officer for the Seine-Saint-Denis 

departmental board   

 Jordi Pascual, coordinator for the UCLG Committee on Culture, and 
academic (UOC) 

 Michel  Vallée, Director for culture in Vaudrueil-Dorion, 
Quebec,  Canada,  winning city of the "UCLG International Award - City of 

Mexico - Culture  21" in  2016 
 Antoine   Guibert, activist and academic, Québec 

 Enrique Glockner, academic, expert on culture and territory, Puebla 
 Josep Segarra, councillor of Vallromanes, administrator of the Catalan 

Cooperation Fund, Coodinator for the UCLG working group on migration.  
 Hamdi Gargin, Strategies Department Coordinator for  Beylikdüzü, Turkey 

 Bechir Odeimi, President of the Association of Municipalities of Lebanon 
 Antonio Madariaga Reales, Director of Viva la Ciudadanía 

 
Hangouts Guests 

 

 Festival Creative Commons Medellín 
 Casa Cultura Digital POA // Brazil 

http://m.krytykapolityczna.pl/#toggle-menu
http://m.krytykapolityczna.pl/#toggle-menu
http://m.krytykapolityczna.pl/#toggle-menu


 El Ranchito Electrónico / Mexico 

 La Galería de la Madalena o Zemos98 / Spain 

 
 

 Right to the Fair City: Friday 14th of October, 18:00 - 19:30 [S5]   
 

Respect for, and the protection of, human rights for all individuals is a pillar 
that ostensibly transcends local governments' various public policies. 

Nevertheless, the Right to the Just City was designed with a sectoral main line 
of action in this area. The Right to the Fair City places a particular emphasis on 

questions of gender, equality, and equity. Simultaneously, in this digital era 
the right to privacy has been a human rights struggle for many groups. 

Incentivise 'human right by design' digital platforms and tools to also fall under 
the Right to the Fair City. For example, video surveillance cameras or personal 

data espionage from public Wi-Fi could be considered violations of human 
rights.  

 

In addition, mechanisms for wealth distribution and the question of cities' 
polycentrism are the keys to focusing agendas on territorial issues and the 

fight against socio-spatial segregation that results from those commercial 
processes that build cities. A path towards decentralisation that places 

decision-making resources and mechanisms in popular outlying areas is crucial 
for thinking about communal needs and for guaranteeing compliance with 

human rights.  
 

Participants in the "Right to the Fair City" area of the "Co-Creating the City" 
workshop.  

 
Attendees 

 
 Enrique Lopez Cáceres, Human Rights Plan officer for Madrid 

 Kim Soo A, officer for the Human Rights Program  Gwangju, South Korea  

 Juan Diego Gömez Vásquez, Andean Subregional Secretary for Public 
Service International / Daria Cibrario, Advocacy officer, Public Service 

International 
 Lucina Jiménez, Director of ConArte, activist, academic, cultural rights 

expert, City of Mexico  
 Nathalie Le denmat, officer for the UCLG Committee on Local Finance 

 Bachir Kanouté, ENDA ECOPOP, Dakar   
 Abdoulaye Thimbo, Mayor of Pikine 

 Dolors Sabater, Mayor of Badalona 
 Sylvie Ducatteau, elected official of Plaine Commune- Aubervilliers in charge 

of international relations  
 Patrick Jarry, Mayor of Nanterre, Co-President of the network of peripheral 

cities FALP 
 Ada Colau, Mayor of Barcelona 

 

 
 



Hangouts 

 

 Black Lives Matters / USA 
 Libertades Digitales (Digital freedoms) / Chile 

 Justicia Ya//Guatemala// Andrés // https://www.facebook.com/justiciayagt/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/justiciayagt/

