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Mexico City, February 15th 2016 

 

 

Local government’s social spending: Urban justice and equity  

Side event within the Thematic Conference of Habitat III  

“"Financing the urban development: the challenge of the millennium"1 

 

1.  Background and context 

 

The United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development, Habitat, will take place 

for the third time next October in Quito, Ecuador, to evaluate the compromises attained in Habitat II and to 

reposition the global compromise on sustainable urban development. 

 

The growing urbanization represents many challenges, achieving well-planned cities which guarantee 

access to their inhabitants to housing, security, water, employment and accessible environment to enjoy 

and exercise their human rights demand a compromise from different social sectors, but mainly the 

governments; for that matter, the United Nations Organization (UNO) carries out these conferences for 

forty years (1976-Vancouver, 1996-Istanbul, 2016-Quito) in order to promote the development of 

sustainable human settlements.  

 

There will be eleven regional and thematic reunions within Habitat III, two of those2 will be hosted by our 

country; one of them will take place in Mexico City from March 9th to 11th organized by the Government of 

the City through the Secretariat of Urban Development and Housing. 

 

The thematic conference in Mexico City is called: "Financing the urban development: the challenge of the 

millennium" for the purpose of discussing the priorities of the New Urban Agenda and the challenges faced 

by the current policies of urban development financing. 

 

Furthermore, since its creation in 2005, the Committee on Social Inclusion, Participative Democracy and 

Human Rights, co-chaired by Mexico City, pursues to contribute in building a common voice of the United 

Cities and Local Governments (CGLU) in terms of social inclusion, participative democracy, human rights, 

as well as orienting local governments to design these policies. 

                                                 
1
 This proposal was made in collaboration with the Committee on Social Inclusion, Participative Democracy and Human 

Rights of the UCLG. 
2
 The other conference is the Latin American and Caribbean regional conference to be held in Toluca, from 18 to 20 April 

2016 

http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/en
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/en
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Within it, about 80 local governments exchange experiences, generating knowledge about social inclusion 

policies, as well as participative democracy tools to strengthen the role of the local governments in order to 

protect, guarantee and implement human rights in the cities. Since 2012, also coordinates a network of 

Local Governments for the Right to the City to promote fair, democratic and sustainable territories, both 

locally and globally. This network works with the academic sector and the civil society, within the Global 

Platform for the Right to the City3. 

 

In fact, the Right of the City is an individual and collective right of all inhabitants, where it is consider 

the city territory and its environment as exercise areas and fulfillment of their rights in order to ensure 

the equitable, universal, fair, democratic and sustainable distribution and enjoyment of the resources, 

wealth, services, goods and opportunities that cities offer.  

 

The International Seminar on the Right to the City, coordinated by Mexico City in April 2015, had a 

very important mobilization from local governments all over the world, academics, public officials of 

Mexico City and representatives of urban popular movements; it was a milestone in this process. In 

the "Declaration of Mexico", adopted after this seminar, local governments, leaded by Mexico City, 

"advocate in an urgent way for the Right to the City as a necessary approach to build this urban world 

in an inclusive, fair, supportive, democratic and sustainable form", and they resolve to organize for the 

promotion of the Right to the City in the New Global Agenda of the Habitat and concretely develop it in 

the territories. 

 

Accordingly, the issue of the spent that the local governments implement to secure a city for all, raises 

as one of the main challenges since the Right to the City takes us therefore to mechanisms of creation 

and distribution of wealth at territorial level based on contributory equity and citizen participation. How 

to think local resources with the objective of social inclusion?  

 

While local governments need increasingly resources to attend a growing population, their capacity to 

move resources is constrained by several factors: little decentralization, limited legal frameworks to 

create taxes and define its rates, dwindling state transfers-due to austerity policies. 

 

                                                 
3
 The Global Platform for the Right to the City (GPR2C) is an international network of civil society organizations and local 

governments. It was born in Sao Paulo in 2014 to promote the Right to the City at a local and an international level, and to 
define a new paradigm of urban development, more inclusive and democratic. The platform enables the dialogue, the 
cooperation and the coordination between the over a hundred members that forms it, through actions of political incidence, of 
research and training, and communication and awareness to move forward in defending and implementing the Right to the 
City. 

http://www.righttothecityplatform.org.br/
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/en/right-to-the-city/international-meetings-on-the-right-to-the-city/2
http://www.uclg-cisdp.org/sites/default/files/Declaracion%20final%20version%20finalizada_ES%20(1).pdf
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It is in this context is proposed this side event: "Social spending in local governments: Justice and 

urban equity"; to know how from concrete experiences of local governments that managed to attract 

resources and distribute them through territorial equity criteria that offset the urban segregation 

dynamics. The government of Mexico City intends to place in the table for discussion the topic of the 

link of the social spending and the implementation of the Right on the City. 

 

 

2. Organizers  

 

Given that the Government of Mexico City is Co-President of the Committee on Social Inclusion, 

Participative Democracy and Human Rights (CSIPDHR) of UCLG, it is considered relevant proposing the 

organization of the side event in which this government, through the Social Development Secretariat 

(SEDESO) and the Coordination of International Affairs, with the colaboration of the CSIPDHR of UCLG, 

begins the activities of the Co-Presidency this year. 

 

3. Objectives 

 

 To highlight the importance that the cities develop public action, with the corresponding 

public expense, according with the Right to the City. 

 To spotlight the problem areas related with the implementation of soil control tools that 

encourage the social purpose of property by local governments: neighborhood 

improvement, expropriation, capital gains rating, territorial planning. 

 To think about this tools enlightened by justice, democracy and territorial equity. 

 To establish the importance of transparency and accountability in a scheme of budget 

democratization due to an inclusive city. 

 To highlight innovative mechanisms for local finances based on the citizen participation, 

transparency and sustainability. 

 To spotlight the importance of citizen participation in the definition and cycle of the public 

budget. 

 To establish a series of recommendations to contribute to the final declaration of the 

Thematic Conference. 
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4. Format:  

 

Through the implementation of two panels: "Public spending and Right to the City" and "Social 

spending and participative democracy". The event will be aimed to decision makers, academia, civil 

society and general public interested. 

  

Date: Tuesday, March 8th, 2016 

Length: 4 hours 

Timetable: 

        - Panel 1: From 9:00 to 11:00 hrs. 

        -Break: From 11:00 to 11:30 hrs. 

        -Panel 2: From 11:30 to 13:30 hrs. 

Venue: CCU Tlatelolco/Banderas Room 

  

At the end of both panels a recommendations document will be written which incorporates the main 

discussion and it will be included in the discussion of the Thematic Conference. 

  

 

5. Topics: 

 

Panel 1: Public spending and Right to the City 

 

Problem area: The Right to the City involves that the public and private spaces of the city and the 

citizens must prioritize social, cultural and environmental interest, at the same time it pursues the right 

to engage in the public urban policy making and that the inhabitants have the right to participate of the 

extraordinary incomes generated by the public spending. 

 

Essential component of the Right to the City, the social purpose of the soil is a main concern of urban 

management. Indeed, urban soil represents a very important source of financing because of the 

added value that has in the context of the urban markets of high cost. At the same time, the high pricer 

of the soil makes very difficult to sustain the low-income population in urban areas when their value 

increase. However, some programs, like the neighborhood improvement program of Mexico City, 

allowed this population who lived in popular neighborhoods to stay there due to a defined public 

spending with the same communities. 

 



                             
 

5/6 

 

Then, how can public authorities have a responsible, lasting soil management without increasing the 

urban inequalities? Can the capital gains rating be an effective tool to fight against socio-spacial 

segregation? 

 
The panel seeks to highlight the point of view of researchers and policy makers to propose concrete 
solutions to control land without excluding the most vulnerable people, and to contribute the 
recommendations of the New Urban Agenda. 
 
Subtopics: 

-Right to the City and public space. 
-Towards the citizenship subject of rights 
-Participation mechanisms in the social function of the property. 
-Tools to fulfill the Right to the City Charter 
 

Speakers: 
1. Dr. Martha Laura Almaraz Domínguez, Subsecretary of Citizen Participation of the 

Government of Mexico City. 

2. Dr. Patricia Ramirez Kuri, Urban and Regional Studies Area of the Institute of Social Research 

UNAM. 

3. Jordi Borja Sebastià, Urban geographer, professor at Universidad Abierta de Cataluña, 

President of the Observatory OF -Rights Economic, Social and Culturels- Barcelona. 

4. Dra.Mariana Fix, Professor of Campinas University, Brazil.  

 
Moderator: Mtra. Tanit Carolina Borja Martínez, Professor and Researcher at the Faculty of 
Politic and Social Sciences, UNAM. Line of research: local governments and nearby 
government. 
 
 
 
Panel 2: Social spending and participative democracy 
 
Problem area: The local government is closer to the citizens and implements in a concrete way, rights 
as education, health care, security, water and the waste disposal. In order to do that, it requires 
biggest investments. However, in a very restrained context in which, in many occasions, the public 
services users do not have the capacity of contributing to their financing. How to ensure the access to 
all these rights, within the framework of a democratic management of the resources? 
 
On the other hand, the equity on the assignment of the social spending and the transparency are 
decisive to boost the participation in a democratic model. That is why the panel will put emphasis in 
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democratic management experiences of good resource exercises with the objective of nurture the 
proposals of the New Global Agenda Habitat. 
 
Subtopics: 

- Distribution of social spending. 

- Transparency and accountability. 

- Local government and proximity government.  

Speakers: 
- Dr. Manuel Canto Chac, politologue, Chief of Political Research and Public Management, 

UAM Xochimilco, expert in Citizen Participation and Governance. 

- René Darbois, Deputy Mayor of Water, Energy and Sustainable development of the city of 

Metz. 

- Bachir Kanouté, ENDA, President of the Network of Participative Budgets, Africa. 

- TUR-OD Lkhagvajav, President of International Transparency, chapter Mongolia. 

Moderator: Magali Fricaudet, Coordinator of the Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory 
Democracy and Human Rights of UCLG. 
 
 

  6. Closing (Conclusions and recommendations): 
  

1. Dr. Alicia Ziccardi Contigiani, Economist, Director of the University Program Of City Studies, 

expert on Urban and Regional Studies, citizen participation and local governments. 

2. Nathalie Le Denmat, Coordinator of the Committee of Local Finances of CGLU, expert on 

"Policy Unit 5" of Habitat III on Local Finances. 


